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Martha C. Nussbaum, professor of law and ethics,
University of Chicago
I'm reviewing Angus Deaton's The Great Escape:
Health, Wealth, and the 0rigins of lnequality
(Princeton University Press), and I heartily
recommend it. Deaton's account of why
some parts of the world have to some extent
escaped dire poverty and other parts have
not is a sophisticated blend of economics,
empirical fact and history, based on impressive
research but written in lucid, accessible prose.
His arguments about why foreign aid is
usually counterproductive are controversial
but forceful. Meanwhile, I'm studying a
neglected philosophical classic that I'm
teaching in September: Henry Sidgwick's
The Methods of Ethics. the most intricate
and systematic portrayal of classical utilitar-
ianism.

Jane 0'Grady, visiting lecturer in philosophy
of psychology at City University London and
co-founder, London School of Philosophy
I'm about to read Acts of Gonsciousness: A Social
Psycholog Standpoint (Cambridge University
Press), in which Guy Saunders examines three
famous thought experiments in the philosophy
of mind (Derek Parfit's teletransported self,
Thomas Nagel's "what is it like to be a bat?"
and Frank Jackson's "Mary's room") in an
attempt to analyse the nature of imagination
under conditions of solitary confinement. Jean-
Paul Sartre's Being and Nothingness is a brave,
ruthless, often repellent look at the human
condition. I want to reread the bits that deal
with bad faith, the "impossible project" of
erotic love, the anguish of freedom and slime.

David Palfreyman, director, Oxford Centre
for Higher Education Policy Studies
For us privileged baby boomers - reared by
the post-war political consensus welfare state,
benefiting from (inter alia) free healthcare via
the NHS and social mobility engendered by
state grammar schools leading on to expand-
ing higher education - it is salutary to read
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The Fourth Revolution: The Global Race to Reinvent
the State (Penguin) by John Micklethwaite
and Adrian \Tooldridge. They envisage a
process leading to a narrower, smaller role
for a state that is now bloated and inefficient,
wasteful and unsustainable. In digesting the
message of this powerful thesis, ask where
it leaves the provision of higher education
as a public good. Suitably depressed, tackle
Thorstein Veblen's 1918 book The Higher
Learning in America: A Memorandum on the
Gonduct of Universlties by Business Men - such
"business men", along with "the academic
executive" they appoint, are "anathema"
to the spirit and purpose of the university.

Diane Perrons, professor of gender studies
and director of the Gender Institute,
London School of Economics
Thomas Piketty's Capital in the Twenty-Flrst
Gentury is remarkable for moving inequality
from the margins to mainstream debate
through detailed analysis of longitudinal
statistics. He shows how patrimonial capital-
ists (elite managers) appropriate a growing
share of social wealth and proposes ex post
redistribution through a global wealth tax.
Naila Kabeer's fhe Power to Choose: Bangladeshl
Women and labour Market Decisions in London
and Dhaka draws on the testimonies of working
women to show how enhanced labour stand-
ards, sensitive to gender, race, religion and
location, would raise living standards ex Ante.
Together, they enrich our understanding of
inequality and what to do about it.

Phil ip Roscoe, reader in management,
Universi$ of St Andrews
Michael Lewis writes about finance better
than anyone. I've been a devotee since Liar's
Poker, so I am very much looking forward
to reading Flash Boys: Cracking the Money Code
(Allen Lane), his caustic tale of computerised,
high-speed trading. Some say he has gone
badly wrong in the telling, but we'll see. And
I'm contemplating a return to Bruno Latour's
magnificent The Pasteurization of France (or its
wonderful French tiile, Pasteur: guerre et paix
des microbes) as he asks: just how much can
one man do? As a bonus, Irreductions, the
slim volume in which Latour sets out his phil-
osophical principles, is tucked into the back
of the book.

Sir Peter Scott, professor of higher education
studies, Institute of Education, University
of London
I should recommend Thomas Piketty's Gapital
in the Twen$-First Gentury - but, to be honest,
I am still only halfway through. So instead I'll
pick E. P. Thompson and English Radicalism
(Manchester University Press), edited by Roger
Fieldhouse and Richard Taylor. In the current
swamp of neoliberal ideology and bankrupt
"coalition" politics, it's good to be reminded
of other, more hopeful, possibilities. My other
- enduring - book is Fernand Braudel's
fhe Mediterranean and the Medlterranean World
in the Age of Philip ll. It is close to being the best
history book ever written, and can never be
read too many times.


